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The first volume (1986) in this edition took us through the time of Giidel’s most 
famous work, especially his completeness and incompleteness theorems of the 
early 1930s. In the present volume, we see his later achievements in logic and set 
theory, which, due to their technical character, are best known only to logicians 
and mathematicians but are of equal importance. We have, among other things, 
the lectures of 1940 in which he established that the axiom of choice and the 
generalized continuum hypothesis are consistent with the axioms of set theory, as 
well as a popular and profound article of 1947 on the hypothesis; an excellent 
survey of 1944 of Russell’s contributions to mathematical logic; and a short but 
influential note of 1958 on finitism and contructivism in mathematics. In addition, 
his three papers of 1949 and 1952 on general relativity are included. 
Giidel was a remarkable procrastinator on publication, and so quite a lot of 
variant material is presented. In the case of the papers of 1947 and 1958, republica- 
tion inspired such substantial changes that both the original and revised versions 
are published at the appropriate places in the chronological order adopted for the 
edition. 
The edition is further graced by the extensive commentaries of the contributing 
editors, which enhance the overall historical value of the volume. These include 
R. M. Solovay on researches up to the present on the axiom of choice and the 
generalized continuum hypothesis, with more on the latter by G. H. Mooore; C. 
Parsons on Godel’s rapport with logicism; and J. C. Webb on recursion and 
formalism. The only cause for disappointment stems from Solovay’s omission of 
remarks about the provenance of the material he treats; thus, the reader will 
discover only on p. 346 of the bibliography that the pamphlet of 1940 (pp. 33-101) 
is not a Giidel text but “lecture notes taken by George W. Brown”-on whom no 
information is provided. 
The editorial team, especially J. W. Dawson Jr., has striven hard to maintain 
high standards in rendering the edition. I noticed only that all the commas on pp. 
204-205 have come out as full stops, and that space still awaits footnote 23 on p. 
98. Some photographs have also been included. Of special interest here (though 
published before) is the group photograph of the conference held at Princeton in 
1946 on “the problems of mathematics” (pp. 142-143), where Giidel was one of 
the ninety-three American and Western European mathematicians who discussed 
these matters at the start of the postwar reconstruction. 
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With the preceding volume of 1986, the published Godel is now complete in an 
edition of high quality. However, the most fascinating revelations are perhaps still 
to come. In the two volumes in preparation, extracts from Giidel’s manuscripts 
and shorthand notebooks will be made available for general inspection for the first 
time, although the editorial commentators have made some use of these sources 
in the present volume. 
